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SUBJECT: SAFIRE 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM EAGLEBURGER 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF S AFIRE'S REPLY TO YOUR LETTER TO 
HARPER'S. IT WAS CARRIED ON THE EDITORIAL PAGE OF THE 
TIMES TODAY, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 

2. BEGIN TEXT JUST BEFORE LEAVING FOR THE MIDDLE EAST, 
SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER TOOK A FEW HOURS OF HIS 
SCHEDULE TO WRITE A THREE-PAGE LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF 
HARPER'S MAGAZINE DENOUNCING AN ARTICLE OF MINE IN ITS 
CURRENT ISSUE. 

THE CHARGE THAT CAUSED THIS LATEST ATTACK OF SALZBURG FEVER 
WAS THIS: I WROTE THAT IN VLADIVOSTOK THREE MONTHS AGO, IT 
WAS HENRY KISSINGER WHO ORCHESTRATED THE TOUTING OF PRESI- 
DENT FORD AT THE EXPENSE OF PRESIDENT NIXON, ENLISTING 
PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN IN THE DISSEMINATION OF THE 
PHONY LINE THAT THE SALT AGREEMENT WAS ''SOMETHING THAT 
PRESIDENT NIXON COULD NOT DO IN THREE YEARS, BUT FORD 
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DID IT IN THREE MONTHS.” 
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OF MY STATEMENT, THE SECRETARY OF STATE WRITES: "THAT 

STATEMENT CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS A MALICIOUS CANARD, 
WHICH IN AN EARLIER DAY - WHEN IOURNALISTIC STANDARDS 
WERE HIGHER - WOULD HAVE MERITED A RETRACTION AND 
APOLOGY." 

DR. KISSINGER THEN SETS FORTH PROOF OF HIS NON- 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE EPISODE: "MR. NESSEN'S STATEMENT WAS 
MADE ON AIR FORCE ONE ON THE WAY BACK FROM THE FAR EAST; 

I WAS IN IAPAN, PREPARING TO GO TO CHINA AND THEREFORE 
THOUSANDS OF MILES FROM THE EVENT. WHEN I LEARNED OF THE 
STATEMENT, I IMMEDIATELY ASKED THAT THE WHITE HOUSE ISSUE 
A RETRACTION, WHICH IT DID." HE THEN GOES ON TO PAT 
MR. NIXON ON THE HEAD FOR HIS ASSISTANCE IN YEARS GONE 
BY. 

IN LOOKING AT THE RECORD, I AM FORCED TO BREAK A "DEEP 
BACKGROUND" RULE OR TWO. MR. KISSINGER FREQUENTLY WORKS 
FROM THE AMBUSH OF NON-ATTRIBUTION AND REPORTERS ANXIOUS 
FOR INFORMATION OR AFRAID OF RETRIBUTION TOLERATE IT; BUT 
WHEN A WRITER IS ACCUSED OF A "MALICIOUS CANARD" BY THE 
MOST POWERFUL PERSON IN THE WORLD, THERE IS SOME EXCUSE 
FOR LIFTING THE LID. 

THE OPENING NOTE OF THE KISSINGER ORCHESTRATION BEGAN 
ON THE ANCHORAGE-TO-TOKYO LEG OF THE FLIGHT TO THE FAR 
EAST. ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE, HENRY KISSINGER TOLD THE THREE 
REPORTERS WHO MADE UP THE "POOL" THAT "IN TERMS OF PERSON- 
ALITY, FORD AND BREZHNEV ARE BETTER MATCHED THAN NIXON AND 
BREZHNEV." UNDER THE RULES, THAT OPENING CUT COULD NOT BE 
ATTRIBUTED TO ANY SOURCE, NOR DID SECRETARY KISSINGER MAKE 
MUCH OF IT; BUT IT WAS A START. 

WHILE IN VLADIVOSTOK, RON NESSEN EXTENDED THE THEME IN 
CONVERSATION WITH A FEW REPORTERS. AT 2:00 A.M. SUNDAY 
MORNING IN THE PRESS HOSTEL, NESSEN SAID THAT "NIXON COULD 
NEVER LOOK BREZHNEV IN THE EYE" AS FORD COULD. WHEN ASKED 
HOW NESSEN, NEW TO INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY, COULD BE AWARE 
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OF THIS, THE PRESS SECRETARY REPLIED: "I DUNNO; THAT’S 
WHAT HENRY TELLS ME." 

THIS KISSINGER LINE, DUTIFULLY UNSOURCED, APPEARED IN TIME 
MAGAZINE LATER AS "WHILE FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON WAS 
OFTEN NERVOUS IN SUMMIT NEGOTIATIONS AND HAD TROUBLE 
LOOKING HIS ADVERSARY IN THE EYE, FORD . . . NEVER 
WAVERED FROM EYEBALL-TO-EYEBALL CONTACT." 
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SUBSEQUENTLY, WHILE STILL IN THE SOVIET UNION, THE PRESI- 
DENTIAL PARTY RODE SIBERIAN RAILS FROM VLADIVOSTOK TO A 

SOVIET AIRBASE. IN THE DINING CAR, OBVIOUSLY ACTING ON 
INSTRUCTIONS, MR. NESSEN SAID ON THE RECORD THAT FORD HAD 
DONE IN THREE MONTHS WHAT NIXON COULD NOT DO IN THREE 
YEARS. MR. KISSINGER WAS ON THE SAME TRAIN, NOT 
"THOUSANDS OF MILES FROM THE EVENT." 

REPORTERS I HAVE TALKED TO MAKE NO SECRET OF THE FACT THAT 
HENRY KISSINGER WAS THE SOURCE OF MOST OF THE FORD-NIXON 
COMPARISONS, THOUGH THEY ARE CAREFUL TO STAY WITHIN "DEEP 
BACKGROUND" RULES. 

EVEN REPORTERS WHO HAD NO LIKING FOR FORMER PRESIDENT 
NIXON COULD NOT STOMACH THIS MANIPULATION OF THE TRUTH 
AND OF THE PRESS SECRETARY - BY DR. KISSINGER. JOHN 
OSBORNE, WRITING IN THE NEW REPUBLIC, SLID PAST THE "DEEP 
BACKGROUND" BARRIER TO NAIL THE PERPETRATOR: "SECRETARY 
OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER INITIATED THE OPERATION AT THE 
EXPENSE OF HIS FORMER PRESIDENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS 
NEW PRESIDENT. MESSRS. FORD AND BREZHNEV WERE STILL IN 
VLADIVOSTOK WHEN KISSINGER RECALLED DEFECTS OF MR. NIXON 
. . . THIS WAS STRANGE AND UGLY STUFF, COMING INDIRECTLY 
BUT AUTHORITATIVELY." 

AS THE PRESS BACKLASH BEGAN, THE "DEEP BACKGROUND" 

SOURCE SENSED THIS REACTION TO HIS OVERKILL, SPUN AROUND 
ON A DIME AND OSTENTATIOUSLY RODE TO THE RESCUE OF THE 
FORMER PRESIDENT S REPUTATION. THE KISSINGER CAMPAIGN 
HAD GONE TOO FAR TO BE CREDIBLE SO HE SCOTCHED IT. 
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MR. NESSEN LEARNED HIS LESSON FROM THIS, AND APOLOGIZED TO 
THE PRESS CORPS IN WITHDRAWING HIS UNSALABLE LINE. BUT 
HENRY KISSINGER HAS SAID NOTHING ABOUT THIS UNTIL NOW. 

IN FURY, HE DENOUNCES ANY CHARGE OF HIS PARTICIPATION IN 
THIS UNSUCCESSFUL MEDIA- WASHING AS A "CANARD" (FROM THE 
FRENCH VENDRE DES CANARDS A MOITIE, TO HALF-SELL DUCKS, 
HENCE, A DECEPTION). WORSE THAN THAT, HE CALLS MY PROTEST 
AT HIS EASILY DEMONSTRABLE SMEAR ATTEMPT "A MALICIOUS 
CANARD, WHICH IN AN EARLIER DAY - WHEN JOURNALISTIC 
STANDARDS WERE HIGHER - WOULD HAVE MERITED A RETRACTION 
AND APOLOGY." 

JOURNALISTIC STANDARDS ARE HIGHER NOW, DESPITE THE 
WILLINGNESS TO TOLERATE SUBVERSION BY "DEEP BACKGROUND" 
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CAMPAIGNS OF DENIGRATION. IT IS DIPLOMATIC AND 
POLITICAL STANDARDS THAT REQUIRE ELEVATION, ESPECIALLY 

WHEN A SENIOR OFFICIAL INSISTS THAT BLACK IS WHITE BE- 
CAUSE HE SAYS IT IS. 

THE SADDEST PART OF THIS DREARY EPISODE IS THAT IT SHOWS 
HOW LITTLE WATERGATE HAS TAUGHT SOME OF OUR MEN AT THE 
TOP. MISTAKES ARE BAD ENOUGH, BUT THEY CAN BE DEALT WITH 
WHEN FACED UP TO; IT IS WHEN MEN IN HIGH PLACES COVER 
UP MISTAKES WITH BLUSTERING DECEIT THAT THEY GET INTO 
TERRIBLE TROUBLE. END TEXT INGERSOLL 
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